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Synopsis

Introduction to Law and Criminal Justice provides a comprehensive overview of the foundational
legal issues in criminal justice. Written in an easy-to-understand format, it focuses on three areas of
law relevant to criminal justice: substantive criminal law; constitutional issues that demand balancing
individual liberties and governmental authority; and constitutional criminal procedure. This thorough
introduction relies on edited judicial decisions with explanatory text, thus allowing readers to hone
their analytical and critical thinking skills as they interpret the judicial decisions. This case method of
study encourages students to examine both the majority and dissenting rationales and offers insight
into the changing nature of precedent and how legal principles are adapted and applied under
different factual circumstances. With its careful explanation of judicial decisions, this text offers
students an excellent introduction to legal analysis and will prepare them for further study of law,
social values, and criminal justice. Key Features: & ¢ Provides a student-friendly introduction to
criminal justice and the case method of study. & ¢ Presents carefully edited judicial decisions with
accompanying explanation, to offer case material that is accessible to undergraduate
introductory-level students. & ¢ Focuses on three areas of law relevant to criminal justice & °
substantive criminal law, constitutional issues evoking tensions between governmental authority and
individual liberties, and constitutional criminal procedure. a ¢ Includes discussions of select
high-profile cases, including Kitty Genovese, Westboro Baptist Church, Andrea Yates, and Brian
Mitchell, to provide students with examples of how legal principles have been applied in publicized
and newsworthy cases. Resources: a ¢ Instructor resources include an Instructor's Manual, Test
Bank, and PowerPoint Lecture Outlines. & ¢ Every new print copy is packaged with full access to
the student companion website featuring a variety of engaging and interactive study tools (*eBook

offerings do not include access code).
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Customer Reviews

| got this for class. It's a pretty easy read and it gets the point across. Word of advice: That access
code drives the price up. A lot. If you're getting this for a college class, make sure you REALLY
need it, ask your professor. It was listed as "required" on my book list. but the professor told us we

didn’t need it.

One of the best Criminal Justice textbook | have. It explained the case analysis so well.

Purchased this book to enhance my Criminal Justice library. | am preparing to be an adjunct in CJ
and wanted to have more books at my disposal for research and offering the students advice in the

field.
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